
Wyndham Park
Community Centre

We would love to hear from you!
Call our Community Centre on 9742 7298
or email: admin@wyndhamparkcc.com.au
Visit our website: wyndhamparkcc.com.au

Newsletter and Program Guide

Wyndham Park Community Centre
and Shed acknowledge the Bunurong
People as Traditional Owners of the
land we operate on.

We pay respects to their Elders past,
present, and emerging.

Term 1; 2026

RECOGNITION OF
COMMUNITY SERVICE!
Congratulations to Honey Ruolo and Tala Clarete: this year’s
recipients of the Neil Dillon Community Service Award at Wyndham
Central College.

This award is for an individual from the Senior Year of Wyndham
Central College, who has volunteered their time and energy towards
an initiative or cause which has benefitted their local community. 
 
The award is named after Neil Dillon. Neil was an active member of the
Wyndham Park Community Centre, a strong partner organisation for
Wyndham Central College’s Community Hub. Neil’s family is honoured
to have this award for the young people who give back to their
community.

Honey Ruolo and Tala Clarete have a deep pride in their culture and a
genuine passion for sharing it with others. Through their leadership
during Multicultural Week performances, they have helped showcase
the beauty, colour, and rhythm of Filipino culture, reminding us all of
the power of music, dance, and storytelling to bring people together.

Thanks to Shed Member Peter Gaja who made these trophies, and to
Werribee Trophies for the plaques.

Have a story you would
like to share?

Email your story to
rachel@wyndhamparkcc.com.au
and it could feature in our 
next newsletter!

Do you want the buzz
on bees?
Debbie and Carmel from
Werribeeks Inc. club ran
a successful pilot 2-day
beekeeping workshop in
beekeeping at the Shed
in October 2025. If you're
interested in joining one
of these events or simply
want to get involved in
the club contact
www.werribeeks.org.au.

https://wyndham.starweekly.com.au/news/a-birthday-of-growth/
https://wyndham.starweekly.com.au/news/a-birthday-of-growth/
http://www.werribeeks.org.au/


BACK THE CAMPAIGN TO SECURE
THE FUTURE OF OUR SECTOR

But right now, Neighbourhood
Houses are at breaking point.
Nearly half of all Houses in
Victoria have recorded a loss for
two years running. The
Neighbourhood House
Coordination Program (NHCP) no
longer covers the true cost of
employing a manager for the
funded hours, and inadequate
funding has become the number
one wellbeing issue identified by
managers across the state.
Years of underfunding mean too
many Houses are operating with
limited staff and stretched
resources — despite growing
demand and a rise in complex
safety issues, including mental
health crises and instances of
violence. Houses are being forced
to cut open hours, reduce
programs, or fundraise just to
turn on the lights. 
“Unless government acts, more
neighbourhood houses and
community centres will have to
cut hours and doors will close -
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How you can help
There's plenty of opportunities to get involved! Here's some things you can do to show your support:

Sign a postcard. Visit Wyndham Park Community Centre to sign a postcard and tell your local
MP why you love your Neighbourhood House
Write to your MP. Write a letter or an email to your MP and Ros Spence MP to ask them to take
action
Share on your socials. Share your message on social media to encourage others to join the
cause and sign their own postcards
Get creative.  Contact the Neighbourhood Houses Victoria team to discuss ideas

and communities will lose
trusted, safe and inclusive
spaces they rely on every day”
” says Tania Phillips,
Neighbourhood House Network
co-ordinator

Our Asks
Increase funding for
Neighbourhood Houses by
25%
Support 25 Neighbourhood
Houses who do not currently
receive any ongoing funding
Develop a fund for the
establishment of 5 additional
Neighbourhood Houses in
Victoria’s growth areas
annually

Imagine every neighbourhood in Victoria thriving — where people 
of all ages and backgrounds can access support, build skills, 
find connection, and belong. Neighbourhood Houses are the heart 
of these communities — offering vital services, education, 
and a welcoming place for everyone.



COMMUNITY AND RESEARCHERS
TEAM UP TO RE-IMAGINE
KOOKABURRA AVENUE
Our community members
recently worked with University
of Melbourne researchers. 
We imagined together how
Werribee's streets could be
greener, cooler and more
liveable. 

Over two workshops, we
developed a shared vision of
what a better Kookaburra Avenue
could look like. They will create a
formal drawing and study how
the changes could reduce heat,
manage flooding, and support
local plants and animals. 
They will also look at any
technical challenges and how to
solve them. This work will take
place during the first few months
of 2026.

Learn more
at the project website
https://unimelb.edu.au/
retrofit/blog/
re-imagining-streets 
or contact Kylie Soanes
ksoanes@unimelb.edu.au
 

Once this is ready, the
researchers will prepare a final
report and information pack.
They'll share this pack with
workshop participants and
Wyndham City Council. 
Anyone will be able to get the
pack from the project website
and Wyndham Park Community
Centre.

The University of Melbourne team
has thanked the community for
their time and ideas. 
Our community's input is a
valuable part of their research.
We hope participants also found
the workshops interesting and
rewarding.

As a result of this project,
Kookaburra Avenue will become
a case study for new research.
The study will explore how streets
can be safer, and more enjoyable
by adding trees and other 
green spaces.
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Wyndham Park Community Centre 
        (03) 9742 7298             55-57 Kookaburra Avenue Werribee 3030

Wyndham Park Community Shed
        (03) 8742 6448             57a Kookaburra Avenue Werribee 3030

Mon-Fri 8:30am-3:30pm

Mon-Fri 9:00am-3:00pm                

Melissa
Melissa is part of our Matchworks program
and has been a great contributor around
the Shed and Community Centre. She is up
for helping out with a range of different tasks
and works very autonomously and
productively. Thanks Melissa!

Would you like to
volunteer?

Marilyn
Marilyn saved the day at our first community
lunch. Due to unexpected circumstances
there were only a few volunteers on hand but
Marilyn was there to help Janine and Alex
cook a delicious lunch for over 50 people.

Volunteer Spotlight

Do you want to help maintain
a community service or
space? Do you have a skill you
would like to teach others?
Interested in giving back to
your community?

We would love to have you
volunteer with us at our
Community Centre or Shed!
There are many great
opportunities to help.

Reach us at 9742 7298 or email
admin@wyndhamparkcc.
com.au
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NEW FUNDING BRINGS BETTER TOOLS AND
UPGRADES TO OUR COMMUNITY SHED

Men’s Shed receives funding
Thanks to the Victorian
Government Men’s Shed Funding
grant, the Wyndham Park
Community shed has received
more than $55,000 for much
needed safety upgrades,
including better extraction
systems for dust and fumes, and
woodworking machinery with
greater safety features. Member
for Werribee John Lister MP
representing Minister for Carers

and Volunteers Ros Spence came
on October 25th to announce this
funding to very happy members. 
 
Manor Lakes Community Fund
Grant Presentation
Wyndham Park Tool Library was
recognised at the Manor Lakes
Community Fund Presentation
Evening on Thursday 30 October
2025. Community Shed Manager
Dan Schultheis and volunteer
Carmen Lunderstedt accepted a 

$1,500 grant from the Dennis
Family Corporation, which will
fund better storage for garden
tools and equipment. The evening
celebrated the many
community-led projects
strengthening connection,
creativity, and wellbeing across
the Manor Lakes area. A heartfelt
thank you to the Dennis Family
Corporation for their ongoing
support of local initiatives that
help our community thrive. 

https://www.facebook.com/MLEstate
https://www.facebook.com/MLEstate
https://www.facebook.com/MLEstate
https://www.facebook.com/MLEstate

